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TO  HIS  '  ORSIICP  TJ3E  MAY OR ,  ALDERMEN  AMD  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  W  ST  BROMWICH. 


Your  W or  s hi p ,  Ladi os  and  Gant 1 omen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  the  contents 
of  which  have  been  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  Minister  of  Health 
Healthrs  request  conveyed  to  the  Council  in  Circular  49/45 (England) . 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remained  fairly  satisfactory 
during  the  year.  There  were  no  epidemics  and  the  number  of  cases  of 
notified  infectious  disease  fell  considerably.  It  was  apparent, 
however.,  from  reports  of  general  practitioners,  .from  informal  reports 
of  industrial  medical  officers  and  the  Approved  Societies  that  short 
term  minor  sickness  among  the  adult  population  was  increasing  to 
considerable  proportions.  The  people  had  become  tired  and  were 
showing  less  resistance  to,  and  smaller  recuperative  'power  from, 
the  lesser  ailments. 

The  after-results  of  tlx;  canker  of  bad  hous  ing  and  overcrowding 
existing  and  growing  in  the  midst  of  our.  town  are  now  patent  t  o  a  11 , 
and  no  more  so  than  in  two  of  tin  main  indices  of  the  health  of  a 
population,  namely  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  ond  the 
mortality  of  infants.  These  two  factors  are  the  two  black  spots 
on  an  otherwise  re  as  arable  town  health  record  after  five  years  of 
war.  Reference  is  made  to  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuber culosis 
on  page.  9  and  to  infant  mortality  on  pages  4  and  5. 

The  death  rate  of  11  •  08  was  be  1  ow  that  of  tin  country  and  of 
the  large  towns.  The  birth  rate,  now  21.85,  continues  to  rise 
steadily  as  it  has  done  throughout  the  war  pars. 


The  Health  Committee,  as  a  result  of  its  consistent  and 
progressive  policy,  improved  still  further  the  facilities  aid 
resources  of  Hall  am  Hospital.  Admissions  for  the  year  reached  6,309 
and  operations  2,35V.  This  amount  of  work  included  nursing  of 
Military  casualties,  ana  shows  a  50/  increase  over  that  carried 
out  in  1938.  The  splendid  combine  d  -  team  w  or  k  of  the  Medical 
Superintendent,  Matron,  Consultants,  Medical,  Nursing  and  Clerical 
staffs  was  an  outstanding  feature  during  a  difficult  year. 


A  special  tribute  is  duo  from  the  townspeople  to  the  general 
practitioners,  who,  despite  further  reductions  in  their  ranks, 
continued  to  give  most  excellent  service.  The  area  is  probably 
one  of  the  most  understaffed  medically  in  the  country.  Another 
tribute  most  certainly  should  bo  paid  to  the  ordinary  Tnon-prior ity ’ 
adult T  and  to  the  aged.  Those  two  clascs,  by  their  sacrifice  of 
essential  mi  lie  etc.  have  enabled  supplies  to  be  maintained  for  the 
younger  sections  of  the  population.  It  is  rather  unfortunate  that, 
after  so  many  years  of  reduced  supply,  non-priority  milk  allowances 
will  bo  short  again  in  1945. 

The  Department  is  grateful  to  tho  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman,  and 
members  of  the  Medical  Services,  Health,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  War  Nurseries,  School  Medical,  Mental  Wolf aie  and 
Emergency  Committees  for  their  kind  interest  and  consideration. 

I  should  like  to  thank  our  staff  for  tho  loyal,  efficient,  and 
cheerful  manner  in  whi  ch  they  have  carried  out  their  work,  often 
long  after  ordinary  duty  hours. 
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Yrm L  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated 
civil  population* 


BIRTHS 


Birth  Rate 

DRAT H3  (Civilians  only) 


1943  1944 

20.69  21,83 


The  total  number  of  .deaths  was  889,  compared  with  943 
in  1943, 


1943 

1944 

Death  Rate 

11,74 

11.08 

Maternal  Deaths: 

Sepsi  s 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Causes 

3 

4 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

1.76 

2.22 

Infantile  Deaths 

92 

117 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

55*3 

66,0 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

The  following  table  indicates  the  principal  causes  of 
death  during  the  year. 


Heart  Disease  138 

Cancer  132 

Xntra-cratdal 

vascular  lesions  •  77 

Pulmonary  Tuberoulosis  54 
Pneumonia  56 

Bronchitis  79 


Heart  disease,  Canoer,  Intro- cranial  lesions  and 
Tuberoulosis  occupy  the  somb  rolaiive  prominence  as  in 
1940.,  1941,  1942  and  1943*  There  was  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  Pneumonia,  but  deaths  from  Brcnohitis 
were  more. 

Deaths  from  violent  causes  (excluding  deaths  from  war 
operations)  have  not  increased  during  the  war  years  as  is 
shown  hereunder 


1939. 

Suicides 

12 

Road  Accidents  ) 

) 

55 

Other  Violent  Causos) 

67 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

8 

6 

6 

io' 

9 

16 

15 

12 

15 

7 

31 

34 

30 

26 

22 

55 

55 

48 

51 

38 

m*  •• 
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Deaths  during  the  last  10  years 


Causes  of  Death.  1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  3940  1941  1942  1943  1944  Yearly 

Avenge 


Cano  er 

114 

133 

112 

120 

107 

110 

112 

121 

124 

132 

118,5 

Heart  Disease 

143 

184 

170 

182 

168 

167 

168 

170 

148 

1.38 

163.8 

Pneumonia 

110 

74 

95. 

108 

74 

84 

74 

48 

85 

56 

80.8 

Bronchitis  &  other 

Respiratory  Diseases 

70 

73 

56 

57 

64 

113 

108 

54 

74 

'88 

75.7 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage  etc. 

48 

54 

55 

.  58 

61 

81 

81 

91 

79 

77 

.  68.5 

Tube  rculosi  s 

(u)Pulmonary 

57 

42 

61 

53 

56 

75 

75 

65 

64 

54 

60.2 

( 1 )N on -Pulmonary 

6 

10 

5 

10 

11 

12 

7 

11 

7 

11 

9.0 

[  c )  Tot  al  ( all  forms ) 

63 

52 

66 

63 

67 

87 

82 

76 

71 

65 

69.2 

Increasing  Age  at  Death 

The  proportion  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  persons  65  years 
of  age  and  over  w as  44.21%  compared  with  49.84%  in  1943. 


Infant  Deaths 

The  rate  of  66,82  per  1,000  live  births  compares  with  52 
for  the  County  Boroughs  and  46  far  the  whole  of  England  end  Wales 

Infant  Deaths  in  Age  Groups  for  10  years,  1955  -  1944 


YEAR 

Under 

lmcnth 

1-3 
mont  hs 

3-6 
mont  hs 

6-9 

months 

9-12 
mont  hs 

TOTAL 

1935 

45 

18 

2.7 

l\ 

19 

21 

20 

131 

1956 

53 

17 

7 

12 

108 

1937 

■  :  54 

13 

20 

11 

8  ' 

106 

1938 

53 

12 

11 

10 

4 

90 

1939 

53 

12 

10 

7 

•5 

87 

1940 

45 

26 

16 

5 

10 

102 

1941 

43  ' 

14 

28 

6 

2 

93 

1942 

37 

12 

11 

8 

4 

72 

1943 

38 

15 

24 

8. 

7 

02 

1944 

60 

20 

29 

4 

4 

117 

10  Years 

Average  48,1  15.9  19.5  8.7  7.6 


99  .8 


. 

Infant  Poafrhn.  1944  -  Causes  of  Death 
( Local  Registration ) 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1  mth 

1-  3 
mths 

3-6 

mths 

6  -9 
mths 

9-12 
mt  hs 

TOTAL 

under 

1  year 

Measles 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

mm 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

tm 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Ccrebro -Spinal  Fever 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Pneumonia 

•2 

2 

7 

- 

mm 

11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1  ’ 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

8 

5 

12 

2 

1 

28 

Other  Digestive  Diceases 

- 

- 

1 

-  • 

- 

1 

Premature  Birth 

21 

1 

- 

- 

- 

22 

Congenital  Defects 

22 

6 

- 

2 

1 

31 

Violence 

rst 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

Marasmus 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

Other  Causes 

5 

1 

3 

mm 

1 

10 

TOTALS  •  •  •  •  •  «  ••• 

60 

20 

29 

4 

4 

117 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

in  ! 

1944 

• 

When  Deat  h  occurred 
1st  2nd  3rd  4th  5th'  6th  7th"  1-2"  2-3 
day  day  day  day  day  day  day  wks .  wks. 

3-4 

wlcs 

• 

Total  Deaths 
under 

1  month 

12  7  6.2  3  1  2 

4 

11 

12 

60 

Causes  of  Death 

Prematurity  21 

Congenital  Defects  21 
Birth  Injury  2 

Broncho  pneumonia  2 

Convulsions  1 

Diarrhoea  '  8 

Haemorrhage  of  newborn  3 
Rilmonar y  At e lee tas i s  1 
Monstrosity  1 


60 


Of  these  6Q  children,  56  were  legitimate  and  4  illegitimate; 
27  were  premature  infants  find  twin  births  in  7  instances. 
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INFECTIOUS  MD  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 


( a )  Infectious  Diseases  -  Incidence 


Not  ifi  cat  ions . 

1943  1944 


Soar let  Fever 

105 

151 

Diphtheria 

167 

121 

Mcningoooooal  Meningitis 

5 

2 

Erysipc las 

10 

11 

Measles 

524 

175 

Whooping  Cough 

179 

165 

Pneumonia 

83 

35 

Others 

_ 

39 

Totals 

1, 092 

699 

(b)  Deaths  Iran  Infectious  Diseases  (R 

♦G.figures ) 

i  > 

1943 

1944 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

Meas  les 

3 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

4 

Diphtheria 

13 

6 

'Encephalitis  Lcthargioa 

— 

- 

Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary 

64  . 

54 

N on -Pulmonary 

7 

11 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

2 

3 

Totals 

96 

81 

(o)  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  (R .G. Figures) 

1943 

1944 

Bronchitis 

62 

79 

Pneumonia 

85 

56 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

12 

9 

Totals 

159 

144 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  number  of  children  immunised 

during  1944 

is  as 

follows  - 


Under  5  years  1,173 

5  to  15  years  297 


Total  1,470 


Report  on  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

This  report  appears  on  page  17  under  the  "Hospital  . 
Services"  section. 
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MINXJSTRY  A^JEALTH  CIRCULAR  49/1945. 
3 'pc c j.al  Information  Required . 


Reference  to  the  following  "/ill  be  found  in  the  body 
of  the  report. 

Tuberculosis  including  the.  Allowances  Scheme  -  pages  9  to  12 

Venereal  Disease  -  page  18 

Care  of  Premature  babies  -  page  IS 

Care  pf  Illegitimate  children  -  page  18 

Steps  taken  to  combat  infestation  -  page  2  in  Report  of 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

oUTER  SURPLUS 


The  water  supply  for  the  area  was  generally  satisfactory 
during  the  year  both  in  quantity  and  in  quality. 

Bacteriological  examinations  v/ere  made  in  respect  of 
10  samples  and  the  results  were  as  fcliows:- 


From  Wells 


Sati  sfac  tory .  Ur.sp t  ip  factory 
5  4 


From  South  Staffs,  Water  work; 

Company. 


1 


Three  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  gave  indication 
of  manurial  contamination  whilst  one  was  polluted  by  the  carcas  > 
of  a  dead  animal.  The  contaminated  wells  were  cleansed  and 
chlorinated  and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory  and  the 
s  uppl ie  s  app  rove  d , 

One  Chemical  examination  was  carried  out  and  proved 

satisfactory. 


The 

main  water  s 

Ui 

oply  is 

d  cr 

ived  : 

from  t 

he  South  Staffs. 

Water  vror. 

ks  Company  and 

is  of 

a  rat  hoi' 

"hard" 

.type 

• 

The 

proportion  o 

f 

d  elli 

rigtio 

uses 

SU’ 

>  pli 

ed  :  - 

I 

Hou 

SOS 

Pc 

ml 

otJ._o_n 

Percentage: 

(a) 

Direct  to  hou 

S' 

es 

13 

y  Cj  «_• 

69, 

438 

86.5i;:> 

(b) 

Houses  sharing 

stand- 

1 

Oo/ 

y 

f*7 

a, 

891 

4.8$ 

p  ipe  s 

« 

Houses  sharin 

Cr 

to 

common 

]. 

.811 

0j 

881 

8.5$ 

taps. 

The 

majority  of 

the  hour- 

0  3  G 

bar  in 

g  standpipe 

s  are 

al  re  a  dy 

included  in  th 

e  Counc 

il 1  s 

slum 

c!! 

e  ar 

pn  ce 

programme 

approved 

by  the  Minis 

t 

er  but  : 

not 

com  ;ol 

etc 

•d  b 

of  or  e 

the  out- 

break  of  War, 
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HOUSING. 


In  1943  I  reported  to  the  Council  that  "the  over  crowding 
and  deterioration  of  housing  conditions  'become  even  more  painfully 
apparent1?  During  1944  tho  position  became  progressively  worse. 
Scarcely  a  day  passed  hut  one  or  two  more  eases  of  ill-health  or 
spread  of  infection  wore  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department 
by  respectable  people  trying  to  live  decently  in  appalling 
<  surroundings  and  overcrowding. 


Two  of  the  more  serious  indications  of  the  damage  to  health 
at t rib u' .able  to  bad  housing  conditions  arc  shown  by  the  abnormal 
rise  in  the  incidence  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
as  shown  in  tho  statistics  on  page  9,  and  the  rise  in  infant 
mortality  as  recorded  on  page  4. 


Six  long  years  with  no  replacement  building,  many  outstanding 
houses  condemned  before  the  war  now  augmented  by  others  worn  out 
and  awaiting  condemnation,  with  others  with  minimal  or  no  repair 
over  a  period  of  years,  have  put  West  Bromwich  housing  in  a 
parlous  state.  The  effect  of  all  this  upon -the  happiness, 
well  being  mid  health  of  the  townspeople  is  distressing*  Tho 
enormous  handicaps  confronting  those  who  rear  families  under 
some  of  the  housinf  conditions  obtaining  in  West  Bromwich  arc 
well  known  to  the  Health  Department.  We  know  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  returning  to  their  hopeless  environment  after  we 
been  able  to  treat  them  successfully  in  sanatoria;  we  know  of 
cases  of  Scabies  be coning  rc-infocted  because  of  overcrowding; 
wc  know  of 
house 


have 

cured 


undue  spread  of  infectious  disease  because  of  unsuitable 


environment,  nd  we  know  of  many 
beoause  of  bad  home  circumstances.  Ag 

t  he  r e  s  cur c c  s  of  t  he 


an d  m any  other s^ 
oannot  be  applied  efficiently  simply  because 
part  treating  symptoms  instead  of  attacking 

cause . 


c  Ml  dr  on  who  do  not  thrive 
inst  all  of  these  tragedies 

services 

are  for  the  most 
removing  the 


He al t h  C omm it tec  ?  s 


wc 


and 


It  is  calculated  that  some  7,800  houses  .arc  needed-  few  the 
replacement  of  unfit  houses  8,100,  relief  of  overcrowding  1,000 
and  normal  housing  needs  3,7  00.  Those  houses  would  be  provided 
by  both  the  Corporation  and  private  enterprise.  The  numbers  are 
based  on  pre-war  standards  oif  housing  fitness. 

The  problem  is  known  to  all  who  live  in  the  town  and  the 
Council  and  its  officers  have  made  every  effort  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  regional  and  central  government  tho  terrible 
conditions  existing  and  the  need  for  drastic  action. 


The  following  analysis  of  the  ages  and  health  of  the 
15  occupants  of  one  house  in  West  Bromwich  is  quoted  as  one 
of  the  examples  of  ill-health  and  overcrowding  known  to  the 
1  Health  Department. 


Number  of  rooms  -  ( living  2 ,  be d  3  ) 

Occupant s  - 

Bather  and  Mother  2 

Sons  aged  22,  11,  7,  4,  2.  5 

Daughters  aged  17,  15, 

13,  9  4 

Mar  r i  c  d  Dauglit  or  1 

Grandchildren  aged  5.  5, 

•  '  9/ 12  __5 

15 


5 


Health  -  There  were  five  cases  of  Pulmonary 
amongst  the  above  oocupants,  and  two  further 
observation.  Another  girl  member  of  the  hou 
f  r  cm  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  1948. 


Tuberculosis 
cases  under 
go hold  died 


O 


. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  show  the  alarming  increase  in  t 
incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculos  j.  s  during  the  mar  years. 
194.4,  for  ins  trance,  the  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tube 
notified  was  1G0,  as  against  73  such  eases  in  1938. 


XU 


rculosis 


In  the  increasing  follow-up  which  we  have  been  able  to 


maintain  and  develop  wo  find  that  the  total  attendances  at  tb 
Dispensary  (3,583  for  the  year  1944)  arc  double  those  which  wer e 
made  in  1940. 

The  number  of  deaths  occurring  f r  ora  Tuberculosis  remains 
c  distant  and  this  is  a  redeeming  feature ,  but  one  which  we  cannot 


ass  tlx 


increasing  incidence  can  be  checked 
Ovc 


expect  to  ccntinue  uni. 

wit  loin  the  next  two  or  three  years .  Overcrowd ing  and  bad  nous  in 
conditions  arc  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  prevention  of  tlx 
spread  of  Tuberculosis.  Housing  conditions  in  Rest  Bromwich 
arc  criticised  elsewhere  in  this  report.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  in  93  of  the  160  Pulmonary  cases  notified  in  19  44  the 
patients  were  living  in  a  house  with  c' 

25  eases  in  houses  with  8  or  more  pc rs 

who  had  made  good  progress  in  saunter  ium  were  returned  t  o  most 
unsatisfactory  and  overcrowded  home  conditions.  It  is  very 
difficult  indeed  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  service  for  the 
prevention  of  Tuberculosis  unless  special  c  ais  i  dc- rat  ion  is  given 
to  the  housing  conditions  of  these  unfortunate  patients. 


o  or  more  persons,  ana  in 
ons .  In  many  cases  patient 


The  Authority’ 

s  Anti -Tub 

erculos  is 

Scheme 

was  caitinued  as 

in  1943, 

and  the  a 

Adit  ional 

clinic  on 

Uednesd 

ays  for 

the 

examination  of  contacts  was 

maintained. 

incidence 

of  Tuber 

■culosis  an 

d  Rate  of 

Incidence  * 

Year 

Pulm. 

Non -Pulm. 

Total 

Per  1 , 

Pulm . 

000  of  Population 
Non-Pulm.  Total 

1940 

96 

17 

113 

1.22 

noo 

#  C+j  Uf 

.  1.44 

1941 

102 

12 

114  • 

1.5 

0.15 

1.45 

1942 

139 

14 

153 

1.77 

0.18 

1.95 

1943 

156 

18 

174 

1.99 

0.23 

o  Q  o 

t  ~i  •  i-j 

1  1944 

160 

11 

171 

2.04 

0.14 

2.18 

Oomparati 

vg  Table 

of  Deaths 

and  Death 

Rate . 

Ye  LOT 

Non -Pulm. 

Death  Ji 

late  Dor 

1.000  of 

Pulm, 

Total 

Population. 

Pulm. 

Non -Pulm.  Total 

1940 

75 

10 

85 

0.95 

'  0.13 

1.08 

1941 

74 

9 

83 

0.94 

0.12 

1.06 

1942 

66 

11- 

77 

0.84 

0.14 

0,'98 

1943 

66 

6 

72 

0.84 

0.08 

0.92 

1944 

54 

12 

66 

0.69 

0.15 

0.84 

W  or  k  of  t  lie  D 1  sp  on  sary 

Tho  number  of  cases  on  the  Dispensary  and  Notification 
Registers  during  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  following 
table . 


New 

No.  on 

No,  oil 

T  o  ta 1  At t  on  dan cos 

Total 

Year 

Oases 

Not  if  *n 

Dispensary 

at  Dispensary 

Home 

* 

Notified 

Re  gi  ster 

Register 

Yi sits 

51st.  Dec. 

O 1 S  G  .  xV  O  . 

Exams .  Insp.  Total 

1940 

115 

427 

293 

409  1,307  1,716 

795 

1941 

‘  114 

444 

306 

785  928  1,711 

b 

CD 

1942 

153 

510 

376 

1,05  9  1,084  2,125 

952 

1943 

•  174 

53,7 

461 

1,233  1,73.0  2,945  ‘ 

862 

1944 

171 

597 

530 

1,271  "  2,512  5,585 

1,017 

■ 

. 

• 

/ 


During  1944  the  number  of  new  oases  examined  was  512, 

5  of  these-  having  been  transferred  from  other  areas  and  5  being 
old  oases  returned  to  Public  Medical  Treatment. 


Examination  of  Contacts 

During  the  year  1944,  548  1  contacts’  were  examined.  Two- 
hundrcd-and-eightccn,  approximately  two-thirds  of  total  figure 
examined,  were  under  the  age  of  20  years.  During  the  year  42 
’contacts1  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
their  age  groups  were  as  follows. 


0-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25  25-50  50-55  55-40  40-45  45-50  Total 

15  9  6  5  5  1  1  '  2  3  1  42 


Sputum  Examination s 


General  Practitioners 
T.BaDispensary 
Fever  Hospital 


Positive 

7 

136 

183 


Negative 

30 

406 

148 


Total 

37 

.542 

351 


Totals  526  584  910 


X-Rays 

Radiological  examination  was  carried  out  in  1;026  eases. 
Home  C  on  di t i on s 

Dispensary  Visitors  paid  1,017  visits  (148  first  visits  and 
869  re-visits)  to  the  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients,  compared 
with  862  in  the  previous  year* 

Environmental  particulars  wore  obtained  in  146  cases, 

as  follows:- 


No.  who  occupied  separate  bedroom' 

65 

No,  who  occupied  separate  bed 

in 

r  com  oc  c  up ie d  by 

One  other  person 

11 

Two  other  persons 

2 

Over  two  other  persons 

1 

No.  who  'shared  be'd  with  other 

person 

67 

No.  of  Rooms  in  house 

One  room  and  tv 
Three  rooms 
Four  rooms 
Five  rooms 
Six  r  ooms 


146 

visited : - 

r  ooms  7 

31 

52 

41 

15 


146 


During  the  year  7  patients  changed  houses  -  three 
into  Corporation  houses  and  four  into  other  houses. 
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A  summary  was  made  of  the  1: umber  of  persons  living 
in  the  house  with  each  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
during  1944.  Particulars  wore  obtained  in  151  eases  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  result. 


One  pers 

on 

in 

the 

house 

1 

Two  pers 

ons 

?? 

tt 

tr 

11 

Three 

tl 

Tl 

ft  tt 

tt 

16 

Pour 

U 

tT 

11 

Tt  Tt 

31 

Five  . 

tl  - 

\  f 

tt 

M 

34 

Six 

tt 

TT 

■  it 

tt 

24 

Seven  or 

more 

pers 

ons 

in 

the 

house 

54 

15.1 

Aver ago  number  in  home  -  5 
Institutional  Treatment 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  patients  who 
received  residential  treatment  at  Institutions. 


M. 

P. 

C. 

Total 

In  Sanatorium  1st.  January,  1944 

15 

12 

5 

32 

Sent  in  during  1944 

Pulmonar  y 

69 

36 

5 

108 

N  on  -Pu  lm  on  ar  y 

1 

- 

»** 

1 

Ob  sc  rv  at  ion 

- 

2 

1 

5 

Discharged  during  1944 
Pulmonary 
N  on  -Pu  lm  on  ar  y 
Observation 


50  52  1  85 

112  4 

-21  5 


Died  during  1944 

Pulmonary  *  15  5  "1 

Non -Pulmonary  ,  - 

In  Sanatorium  51st.  De  comber ,1944  19  10  4 

/ 


21 


55 


The  average  duration  of  stay  in  Sanatorium  was 
The  Corresponding  figures  for  1945  and  1942  wore  75 
87.3  res pe c  t i vc ly . 


03.5  days 
5  and 


In  ad di t ion ,  non-Pulmon ary 
admitted  when  necessary  bo  the 
Or  t  howa e  d i c  Ins  t  i  t  ut  ion s  un  -  o r 


Tuberculosis  cases  were 
W  o  oo.  1 ; m  d  s  and  P  or  e  1  an  d  s 
t lie  Or t  hop ao di c  Sc  heme . 


..Clinic 

A  Clinic  has  been  established  for  those  patients  who 
have  an  Artificial  Pneumothorax  and  require  re-fills.  At 
present  this  is  being  dcnc  at  the-  Borough  Sanatorium.  During 
the  year  20  patients  attended  for  this  treatment  and  245 
re -fills  were  given. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  ro-fills  during 
the  past  few  years 

1933  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944 

96  111  245 
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' 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 


Number  of  patients  who  received 
In-patient  treatment  in  Orthopaedic 
Hospitals  during  the  year  - 

Number  of  Out-patient  attendances 

•Number  of  X-rays 

Appliances 

No.  of  attendances  for  Massage 


M.  F<  C. 

2  3  9 

3  6  35 
-25 
113 

-  31 


After-Care 


The  work  of  the  West  Bromwich  Tuberculosis  Voluntary 
Care  Committee  was  continued  during  1941,  and  the  assistance 
afforded  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  patients  and  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Department.  The  assistance  was  mainly  in  the 
form  of  extra  nourishment,  clothing,  7bus  fares  and  special 
grant  s „ 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  help  given  to  the  Various 
patients  during  the  year  - 


Bus  Bares 
Extra  Nourishment 
Clothing 
Special  Grants 
Christmas  Gifts 


£.  s.  d. 

8  3 

44.  19.  5 

17.  10 

8.  3 

9.  9.  0 


56.  2.  7. 


Financial  As  si  stance  . 

The  number  of  patients  to  whom  Allowances  were 
granted  under  the  provisions  of  Memorandum  266/T  were 
as  follows:- 

Number  of  recipients  1.1.44.  32 

New  cas^s  during  the  year.  50 

Number  of  recipients  31.12.44.  38 

In  44  •  casoo  the  allowances  ceased  for  the 
following  reasons:- 

Be  sumo  d  work 
,  Died 

Maxi umum  p e  r i od  of 
allowance  expired. 

T  re  a  t  me  nt  n  ot  ap  pr  ove  d 
by  Tuberculosis  Officer 
Refused  Sanatorium 
treatment. 

Other  reasons 


44 


25 

3 

4 

'4 

2 

6 
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MATERNITY  and  child  welfare. 


/ 


Gene  ral 


The  general  efficiency  of  this  service  was  imparled 
during  the  year  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  filling  two 
vacant  Health  Visitor  appointments  and  consequently  two 
Districts  had  to  be  shared  between  the  other  five  District 
Health  Visitors .  This  shortage  of  visiting  staff  did  not 
enable  the  Department  to  exercise  that  full  supervision 
which  should  be  given  to  the  younger  children  in  their  homes. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  unfortunately  increased 
during  the  year  and  was  above  the  annual  average  of  the 
last  10  years  of  this  County  Borough.  Overcrowding,  bad 
housing,  unstable  conditions  during  And  fol loving  active 
hostilities  and  decrease  in  breast  feeding  are  among  some 
of  the  causes  of  this  present  position. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  largest  increase  among  the 
infant  deaths  are  those  occurring  under  one  month. 

There  were  four  Maternal  deaths  (death  rate  of  2.2) 
during  the  year  as  against  three  deaths  during  1943. 

The  statistics  will  be  found  on  Pages  3,4  and  5. 

Caro_  of  _  Premature  and  Ill «  ultimate  Children. 

Prematugpe_  Bcj_bie  3 « 

Premature  babies  are  admitted  to  the  Hall  am  Municipal 
Hospital  and  a  plan  for  notification  and  other  means  for 
ascertainment  will  be  put  into  action  during  1945, 

The  sugge st i on  s  of  Mini str y  of  Ho  a 1th  Ci rcular  2  0/ 1944 , 
were  considered  by  the  Committee  but  it  has  not  been  found 
•possible  as  yet  to  obtain  services  of  a  paediatrician  (though 
this  is  being  considered  by  the  Regional  Hospitals  Board,  of 
which  West  Bromwich  is  a  member).  , 

The  service  of  Home  Helps  is  not  running  officially  in 
'West  Bromwich  because  of  the  lack  of  recruits  and  this 
difficulty  was  found  even  in  pre-war  years  when. efforts  were 


made  to  try  and  establish  such 
Illegitimate  Children 


s  chemo . 


In  the  case  of  illegitimate  children  close  liaison  has 
been  established  with  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Board.  The 
Out-door  worker  from  the  Diocesan  Board  attends  the  Health 
Department  every  Tuesday  and  is  available  for  consultation. 

The  ascertainment  rests  with  the  Health  Department  through 
the  birth  notifications  and  through  the  Midwives  and  Health  • 
Visiting  services  and  weekly  lists  are  compiled  and  made 
available  to  the  Diocesan  Viator. 

Close  contact  is  maintained  though  the  Superintendent 
Health  Visitor*  the  Mental  Welfare  Visitor  and  the  Social 
Welfare  Visitor  with  the  Diocesan  and  other  Authorities. 

The  main  difficulty  in  the  scheme  is  the  placing  of  the 
m others  be f  ore  their  c  on f  in e m ent  and  in  some  cases  a f t e rwar  d s . 
It  would  appear  that  suitable  existing  homes  are  few  and  far 
between  for  such  cases  and  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt  wit 


at  a  higher  and  possibly 


the  regional  health  level, 
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.Nut  series  and,  Homcjm 

Msscalls  residential  Nursery  which  was  evacuated  from 
Kent  to  West  Dr  omvd  c  h  was  supervised  by  the  Department  from 
July  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

I-Iighficlds  and  Friar  Park  Day  Nurseries  continued  their 
excellent  nark  though  the  numbers  at  Prior  Park /Were  falling 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  two  Maternity  Homes  in  the  Borough  were 
pe  r i o d i c  all y  inspect e d . 

Ac  cessory  ods_. 

The  Department  continued  to  distribute  fruit  juice, 
cod  liver  oil  etc. ,  through  the  Welfare  Clinics  for  the 
Minister  of  Food.  A  little  trouble  was  experienced  with 
fermenting  orange  juice  and  the  matter  was  carefully  dealt 
with  through  the  bacteriological  findings  of  the- University 
of  Birmingham  and  controlled  on  health  grounds  by  the  Health 
Department . 


Statistical  Summary,  of  Work  done. 

Visits  paid  by  Heal t h  Vi s i t or s  - 

To  Fx p e c t an t  Mot h e r s 
to  children  under  1  year 


to  children  l-a  ye  _ 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  - 

Number  of  children 

who  atfc ended. 

Under  1  year  of  age 
Or q r  1  year  of  ago 

Ante  Natal  Clinics  - 

Number  of  women  who  attended 

Post  Natal  Clinics  - 

N umb  ■  3 r  of  v,  o  me  n  w  ho  a 1 1  en  d  e  d , 


ooi 


8754 

15550 


1239 

1810 


22,481 


3,049 

1,540 

409 


Infect i o u s  Di s ea so s  not! f i e d  ~ 

Opht  halr.iia  Neonat  or  urn 
Pue  rp  e  ral  Py rex i a 

Domiciliary  Midwives  employed  by  the  Council. 

Cases  attended  as  Mi dwj.ves 
C  ses  attended  as  M  tenuity 

Nurses . 


85 


o 


50 


709 


HOSPITAL 


SERVICES. 


E.LLAM  HOSPITAL  -  RIE’.CRT  OF  THE  MED  I  CAL  SUPER  EITENDENT 

The  following  table  shows  the  development  of  the  services 


s  mce 


Admissions 

Ivla  to  rnit  y  ( Bir  t  hs ) 

Operations 


1930.  1938  .1940  1942  1943  1944 

4,077  4,543  4,331  5,680  6,576  6,309 

373  512  584  1,005  1,190  1,055 

1,182  1,150  1,334  2,009  2,484  2,357 


1944  was  a  year  of  great  responsibility  in  which  the 
Hospital  carried  out  a  three-fold  tasi:.  At  one  and  the  same 
time  it  had  to  fulfil  its  obligations  both  to  the  civilian 
population  and  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  by  admitting  civilian 
patients  and  service  casualties.  It  fulfilled  its  obligations 
to  itself  by  progress  in  the  direction  of  expansion  and 
improvements  of  its  services  and  accommodation.  Plahs  had  also 
to  be  made,  which  happily  did  not  materialise,  for  the  reception 
of  hospital  patients  decanted  frem  areas  attached  by  flying 
bombs,  and  for  the  reception  of  possible  casualties  due  to  any 
extensions  of  aerial  attacks  to  the  Midlands. 


This  required  considerable  flexibility  of  organisation, 
and  despite  an  official  ban  which  operated  for  six  months  and 
restricted  civilian  admissions  to  acute  and  three -day  cases 
only,  it  was  possible  to  carry  on  the  work  for  the  civilian 
sick  almost  unhampered.  In  consequence,  the  admission  and 
operation  figures  for  the  year  show  very  little  diminution  on 
those  of  1943. 

Convoys  of  wounded  were  received  in  rapid  succession,  and, 
owing  to  the  speed  of  air  transport,  casualties  arrived  in 
West  Bromwich  any  time  from  12  hours  .upwards  after  their  wounds 
had  been  inflicted.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  since’ Dr  day 


the  mortality  figures  have  been  nil,  and 


t  hi  s 


must  bo  attributed 


to  magnificent  front --line  surgery  and  the  liberal  employment  of 
blood  plasma,  whole  blood,  penicillin  and  the  sulphonamidc  drugs. 
The  surgical  staff  were  privileged  to  hove  supplies  of  penicillin 
available  mid  much  important  knowledge  has  been  gained  in  the  us 
of  this  valuable  substance, 
and  it  is  now  being  used  foi 

its  administration.  It  is  likely  that  its  routine  use  in 
osteomyelitis  will  banish  the  appalling  sequelae  of  deformity 
and  ill-he  a  1th  w  hi  oh  •  hnvc  hitherto  afflicted  the  sufferers  fr  cm 


Penicillin  supplies  have  increased 
ill  patients  likely  to  benefit  by 


this  tragedy  of  childhood.  Nevertheless  a  word  of  warning  is 
necessary  in  that  penicillin,  while  possessing  remarkable 
properties  in  the  traatm  nt  of  ocrt&n  infections,  is  not  the 


magical  cure-all  which  some  sections  of  the  press  have  made 


it . 


I  would  like,  on  behalf  of  the  hospital,  to  pay  a  warm 
tribute  to  the  Voluntary  Workers  and  Stretcher  Bearers  who  have 
given  ungrudging  and  magnificent  service  at  all  hours  of  the 
day  and' night.  That  service  is  deeply  appreciated.  The  welcome 
given  to  the  wounded  by  the  people  of  West  Bromwich,  Oldbury, 
Smethwick  and  Wedncsbury  is  no  less  deeply  appreciated,  for  they 
have,  with  characteristic  generosity,  spontaneously  opened  not 
only  their  pursers  but  their  hearts  and  their  homos  to  the  men. 
This  warmth  of  human  feeling  is  of  direct  value  in  the  treatment 


of  the  wounded  for  happiness  is  as 
p  at  i  entte  r  e  c  ova  ly  . 


important 


science  to  a 


. 


•  • 


. 


Dur in"  tlx  year  con.  extension  to  the  Maternity  Department 
consisting  oi‘  twenty  beds  housed  in  serai  “permanent  buildings, 


uixa  opened. 


It 


has  r  c  li  ev  e  d  <a  pr  ess  mg  need.  Ad  di  t  i  on  al 


accommodation  in  similar  buildings  v;.as  .also  made  to  the 
Nurses’ Home,  end  has  done  much  to  add  to  the  comfort  and 
amenities  available  to  the  ITursing  Staff.  Alterations  were 
made  y  and  additional  apparatus  installed,  in  the  X-Rays 
Department.  This  included  a  n ev;  large-output  processing 
plant,  new  tubes  and  chest  film  equipment  and  a  100  lcilo-volt 
output  mobile  unit  for  use  in  the  operating  theatre  .and  at  rhe 
bedside.  Rehabilitation  was  still  further  developed  by  the 
opening  of  an  Occupational  Therapy  Department  with  a  full-time 
Occupational  Therapist  in  chorge0 


In  order  to  co-ordinato  hospital  development  and  services 
in  South  Staffordshire,  North  Worcestershire  and  East  Shropshire 
a  West  Midlands  Joint  Hospital  Advisory  Council  was  set  up, 
comprising  -equal  representation  of  the  Local  Authorities  and 
Voluntary  Hospitals  in  the  area*  In  syrrythy,  with  this  aim, 
the  West  Bromwich  Corporation  .and  the  Health  Committee  are 
active  members  of  the  Council. 


The  Government,  recognising  that  health  is  a  national 
concern,  is  engaged,  in  consultation,  with  the  Medical 
profession,  in  drafting  plans  for  a  comprehensive  health 
service.  Whatever  the  final  details  of  method,  the  key-note 
of  this  plan  will  be  the  widest  and  fullest  co-ordination  of 
he  alt  h  car  d  ho  s  pit  al  ser  vi  ce  s ,  vh.i  c  h  w  ill  be  avai  lab  1  c  to  all. 
The  war,  both  in  its  national  and  in  ter -national  aspects  has 
taught  the  vital  necessity  for  the  fullest  cc-onerat ion  and 
in  t  o  gr  at  ion  of  effort.  Am  on g 

by  a  common  d.  anger  or  are  pursuing  a  c  aim  on  ideal, 
can  have  no  place  far  it  is  not  only  illogical  out 
an  d  wa  s  t  of  ul  of  cf  f  ort ,  Hos  pi  t  a  Is , 


'whether  they  are  faced 
choi  vinism 
unec  onomical 
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must  sooner  or  later 


' — <4  *  v  KJ  J  V  V  X  JL  v/X  U  J  XX  J  M  j. '  X  U  J  J  U  W  ^  JL 1  I  ’  .  1  1  u  M  V_Aw  IkV  X  VX  v  *►*. 

accept  the  logic  of  these  principles  and  apply  them  to  the 
achievement  of  those  high  ideals  of  treatment  and  care  which 
lie  at  the  root  of  their  being. 


It  may  be  asked  whether  the  time  i 
s  cm e  har  d  t  hi.nkin  g  a  nd  c  ool  c a  1c u  1  at  i  on 
the  hospital  services  of  West  Bromwich., 
in  relation  to  fundamentals  and  a  geniu 
workable  compromise  in  matters  of  ccntr 
been  the  s  cui  cc  of  the  political  streng 
for  centuries.  That  native  genius ,.  har: 
of  goodwill  and  co-operative  effort  whi 
produced  could  create  a  unified  ho spit a 
West  Bromwich  that  would  bo  tlx  pride  o 
a  pioneering  inspiration  to  the  rest  cf 


nob  opportune  for 
as  to  the  future  of  t 
A  common  conviction 
s  for  achieving  a 
over  s  ,i.al\  de  t  ai  1  has 
■tii  of  this  nation 
nos 03d  to  the'  fund 
oil  t  he  war  has 
].  service  for 
f  its  citizens  and 
he  country. 
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WIMHSRGER 


Me  6  ic  a  1  S  ape  r  in  t  e  ndc  m  1 0 
Oases  were  admitted  os  follows 


County  Borough  of  West  Bronwich 
Other  Authorities 
Miscellaneous  (War  Casualties) 


3 , 61 2 
1,824 
87a 


Total 


5,300 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL 


Diphtheria  -  One  -  hundred-arid  -fifty  five  cases  verc 
admitted,  of  which  ISO  were  West  Bromwich  cases*  There  were 
8  deaths  ,  a  1 1  W e st  Bio  mv i c h  cas e s . 

Scarlet  Fever  -  The  number  of  cases  admitted  as  Scarlet 
Fever  was  142,  of  whom  134  were  from  our  own  area.  to vised 
diagnosis  reduced  the  latter  number  to  113.  There  was  one 
death  from  Scarlet  Fever.  Sixty-six  oases  developed  complic¬ 
ations  including  6  otorrhoeu,  18  adenitis  and  19  heart  lesions 

Miscellaneous  -  Among  the  miscellaneous  cases  admitted 
tie  re  were  10  measles,  5  whooping  cough,  2  chicken  pox  and 

6  dysentery, 

Admis  si  ons  du  ri. ng_  _t  he  year  . 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Din  lit  her 

ia 

Other 
Cas  es 

TOTAL 

West  Bromvrich 

154 

150 

108 

392 

Othe  r  Aut  hor  i  ti  e  s 

8 

4 

3 

15 

Service  Cases 

- 

a 

J- 

f 

- 

1 

Totals  -  • 

142 

155 

Ill 

400 

Tuberculosis  -  Seventy -six  case's  (  15  Female  end  51  Mil  1 

were  admitted  to  the  Wards  luring  the  year. These  arc  included  in 
1 Ot  he r  Case s 1  sh own  in  t  ho  t abl e  ab o vc . 

It  was  fortunate  that  the  Ward  was  able  to  function  up  to 
full  capacity  throughout  the  year,  though  of  course  there  were 
serious*  nursing  and  domestic  staff  shortages.  The  waiting 
list  at  t i mu s  wo s  c o n s i d e r a b ie  and  in  addition  cases  intended 
for  the  Roms ley  Sanatorium  were  admitted  pending  bed  vacancies 
at  that  Sanatorium. 

Speoial  tribute  is  due  to  the  Matron  and  Nursing  Staff 
for  the  excellent  work  carried  out  during  the  year  under 
most  difficult  circumstances. 


SUPERANNUATE  ON  MED  I  CAL  EXAMINATIONS . 


The  und  erment  iono d  supe rannu at i  on  me.* die nl  exami nat i on s 
were  carried  out  during  the  ye  ir  by  the  Medical  Staff  - 


Number  of  examinations 
Accepted 

De f  e rr  ed  f  o  r  r  c-examina t  i.  on 
Re  j  e  cted 

Number  of  re -exam in  at ions 
Accepted 
He j e cted 


65 

61 

3 

1 

A 

± 


2 
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VSNiSHSAL  ..DIoJASSS, 

.  The  Authority  hoy  an  agreement  with  the  City  of 
BiAiningham  Corporation  for  the  treatment  of  West  Bromwich 
cases  at  the  C_.ini  c  in  Birmingham.  A  few  cases  are  also 
treated  at  the  G-uest  Hoe  pital,  Dudley. 

rM  *  / 

Local  cases  treated  during  the  year  were  as  follow: 

Birmingham  Dudley  Total 


ry  r-. 


15 


Syphilis 
Soft  Chancre 
Gonorrhoea 
Conditions  other  than  Venereal  08 
Total  new  cases  115 

Total  Attendances  - 

out -pat i ont s  2,501 


2 

r,* 

(j 

15 


55 


15  ‘ 
70 
118 


2,374 


-Ae  new  cases  show  an  increase  over  those  for  last 
.year,  but  still  remain  low  for  an  industrial  torn  of  80  000 
population*  5 

Gphujb  tijen  55B. 

The  following  notifications  were  rec jived  during  the 
vear  under  Defence  (General)  regulation  33B. 


N).  of  persons  in  respect 
of  whom  Form  I  was  received 

Pr iraa ry  n otification 
Be  c  on da  ry  n  ot i f i cation 


F. 


o 


Xjl. 


Tot  1 


5 


2 

1 


Informal  enquiries  '..ere  made  in  respect  of  both 
primary  notifications:  in  one  case  the  information  was 
in oulfi ciant  uo  allow  identification,  the  other  case  was 

followed  up  uiioi i  icially  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  '-'-'el^are 

Services. 

Legal  action  was  taken  unacr  Defence  Regulation  38 B  in 
respect  of.  the  secondary  notification,  as  the  patient  had 
^uLiod  to  comply  with  a.  notice  to  attend  for  medical  examination: 
bho.giTl  was  set one ed  to  one  month’s  imprisonment . 

.lv  ^  Lxpv.r fence  oj  the  ay  libation  of  Regulation  33B  in 

|ius  to\:n  has  not  been  very  vast',  but  it  does  seem  that 

•  :  b  ’<  (  oh]  i  c 

s .  .Per .i  ;  up  . 1  *ce& 

"  1  it  lot  ear  to  be  sufficient 

-bvi  tno  case  o  c  X  ••  -  5ted  *  t  .v,-.  un< 

V'  on  until  the  two  necessary  notif  i  Out  ions  are  received 

v  “ "  ,J>~m  b(  ..  -  t  tor  of  m  ■  ’  :  Au  ; s 

e ^  r^c wi \  ea  oj.fi daily  rhe  further  two  separate  notifications 
*.??  111  thk  P1;5  an  time  the  infection  is  spreading  far  and  wide  and 
^nis  may  be  known  to  the  authority. 
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MENTAL  IE  F ICIEN  CY 


A 

j.  L 


The  particulars  of  mental  defectives  in  the  Borough  on 
the  51st.  December,  1944,  vrore  as  follows  - 


A .  Defectives  ascertained  as  "subject  to  be  dealt  -with" 


1.  Under  ’Order’ 


M.  F.  Total 


(a)  (l)In  Institutions  excluding  cases 
on  licence) 

Under  16  years  of  age  16  >"6  22 

16  years  of  age  and  over  74  85  159 


( 2 )  On  •Licence  f  r  om  Ins  ti  tut  i  ons 
■  Under  16  years  of  age  •  1 

16  years  of  age  and  over  5  13 


1 

18 


( b  )  Under  'Qua id  ians  hi p  ( c:c cl  „  c ase  s 
on  licence ) 

Under  16  years  of  ago 

16  years  of  agp  and  over  2  5  7 


2*  In  "place  of  safety" 

Under  16  years  of  age  — 

16  years  of  age  and  over  - 

3.  Under  Statutory  Supervision  39  41  80 

Awaiting  removal  t  o  an  Institution 


B *  Defectives  not  at  -present  "subject  to  be  dealt  with’ ' 
but  f  or  whom  t  he  Loc  a  1  Aut  h or i  ty  may  s ub  so  qu  on t ly 
become  liable 

1.  In  Institutions  or  under  Guardianship 

dealt  with  under  Section  5  - 

2.  Reported  to  the  Loco.1  Authority  from 
reliable  source  and  recognized  by  them 
as  Mentally  defective  but  as  to  whom 
no  action  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  has  been  talc  on  - 


(a) 

Children  between  the  age s  of 

14  and  16  years 

4 

1 

5 

(b) 

All  other  cases 

56 

29 

65 

177 

180 

557 

19 


/ 


■ 


